State of Michigan

3 >

olkcuns?‘d;
THOMAS G. POWER 1 11 H i COUNTIES
ki ar o Thirteenth Judicial Circuit CouNT
EIRCLIHUDGES 328 WASHINGTON STREET, SUITE 300 LEELANALF
TRAVERSE CITY, MICHIGAN 49684
(231) 922-4701 TERI QUINN

COURT ADMINISTRATOR
c13court@grandtraverse.org

www.13thcircuitcourt.org

Administrative Order 2020-01

FRIEND OF THE COURT ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION

Previous Friend of the Court Alternative Dispute Resolution Local Administrative Orders
Rescinded by this Order: 2006-01

IT IS ORDERED:

Pursuant to MCR 3.224, the following is adopted at the [insert local court number] as the Friend
of the Court Alternative Dispute Resolution Plan:

(A) Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) — General Provisions

The 13" Circuit Court has determined that Friend of the Court (FOC) ADR can assist parties and
the court in resolving custody, parenting time, and support disputes.

1) The 13" Circuit Court Friend of the Court will use the following ADR practices:
FOC domestic relations mediation as established in MCL 552.513 and MCR
3.224.

Facilitative and information-gathering conference as established in MCR 3.224
(formerly known as Initial Appointments).

2) All FOC cases must be screened for domestic violence using SCAQO’s screening
protocol before the ADR process begins. If domestic violence is identified or
suspected, the ADR process may not continue unless the protected party submits a
written consent and the FOC takes additional precautions to ensure the safety of
the protected party and court staff. Throughout the ADR process, the mediator or
facilitator must make reasonable efforts to screen for the presence of coercion or
violence that would make ADR physically or emotionally unsafe for any
participant or that would impede achieving a voluntary and safe resolution of
issues.

3) In accordance with MCL 552.505a, the FOC may provide ADR services for all
open FOC cases that qualify for FOC ADR services.






